
 

ABOUT OYSTER BAY COMMUNITY ROWING  

Oyster Bay Community Rowing (OBCR) is a 501(c)(3) designated non-profit organization based in Oyster Bay, NY which was founded in 2017 
by a group of volunteers passionate about the spirit of community and the sport of rowing.  We are located at 3 West End Avenue on the 
Western Waterfront in Oyster Bay in our boathouse.  

Our voluntary Board of Directors includes the following individuals who have extensive experience in their respective fields of business, law, 
gym and fitness facility management, and finance. Some presently assist as coaching advisors and are all adult rowers as well.  

We provide year-round junior programming and equipment for all youth in the Township of Oyster Bay and now have partnerships with five 
schools:  Syosset MS and HS, Oyster Bay MS and HS, Friends Academy HS, Our Lady of Mercy HS, and Portledge HS.  We also are open to 
athletes from local schools who do not currently have crew programs.  

Our funding for operations is derived from multiple sources. Affiliated schools for whom we run their crew program, such as Syosset, Oyster 
Bay, Friends Academy, and Portledge are invoiced for the number of student athletes from their district that participate each season. These 
schools fund the programs internally and families do not pay for them directly as they are part of the regular varsity athletic offerings for each 
school.  Families also sign waivers for USRowing participation via Regatta Central so we are covered for liability and the athletes can 
participate in sanctioned USRowing competition.  Unaffiliated rowers from districts that do not have their own programs, have families sign up 
and pay the seasonal fee online directly.  These funds are necessary to cover our payroll, insurance, equipment maintenance, etc.   

We also fundraise periodically for equipment that is needed for our athletes.  These rowing shells, oars, launches and trailers that are required 
to run a program of this size are quite expensive. So as equipment ages or we need to add different size boats to accommodate the skill sets 
of our athletes, our board and families will fundraise to be able to purchase such equipment. Our CHAR500 is available online on the NYS 
portal for charities.  

Our programming differs in vision and execution with some other local crew clubs.  We accept any young athletes who are interested in 
learning a new sport as well as those who are highly competitive and are looking to gain visibility for college recruitment and scholarships.  
Many of our athletes who have graduated in the last few years currently attend excellent schools.  Several have been recruited to row at their 
universities such as Brown, Drexel, Marist, Georgetown, etc.. Their work ethic and dedication is impressive and honed by the hours spent 
training together. These skills such as discipline, time management, teamwork, and a healthy lifestyle are instilled in our athletes from the 
moment they register.  Women and men work together in unison. You learn lifelong skills, get fit, have fun, and make loyal friends. 

Since Covid forced the closure of in-person school athletics in 2020, many students who otherwise would have been playing sports, suddenly 
found themselves with no means of maintaining their skills. Fortunately, OBCR was able to  pivot quickly and moved immediately to virtual 
training. We brought erg machines to athlete’s homes so they could continue to workout and maintain their team connections via zoom which 
was so important emotionally and mentally for the students. We continued to conduct programs both online and on the water during the 
summer and fall of 2020 and into 2021 all while following both national, state, and USRowing Covid protocols that kept our athletes protected. 
We have continued to grow the program since that time to unprecedented demand.  So many of our parents and athletes have reached out to 
thank us for keeping our doors open during the darkest times of the pandemic while keeping their children safe, mentally positive, and engaged 
in training. Many other clubs chose to shutter operations for a year and a half providing no service to the community at all when it was needed 
the most.   

Our mission statement “building community through rowing” is not just limited to our athletes on the water.  We have hosted regattas for visiting 
teams prior to the pandemic.  These competitions usually draw a large number of teams and their families for the races. Our merchants and 
restaurants in our community can benefit from our spectating public who will patronize their shops and eateries as they do with larger regattas.  
This way we can develop these revenue generating events jointly with the Town of Oyster Bay and other civic organizations and make Oyster 
Bay the premiere center for rowing activities on Long Island. We look forward to hosting competitions again next year. 

We also offer a wide variety of adult programs from Learn to Row to encourage first timers, as well as Open Rows for those who have 
experience and just want to get on the water.  We have storage capacity for adults with their own rowing shells who may row independently 
after passing the requisite tests to do so or to get discounts on other group programs offered by us.  

Our goal is to best service the needs of our rowing community at every level of development from Juniors to Adults. I hope this summary has 
provided you with an understanding of who we are as a thriving community based rowing organization now and in the future. With your help, 
we will achieve this objective together in the Town of Oyster Bay. 

Dana Pagliara 
President 
Oyster Bay Community Rowing 


